‘To the lnhabﬂants ffof Guam

In Lssumg this decree the Gm emment ;d xres' and éa’mesfly'in\ okés"Di»iﬁe
blessing and gu:dance n its ofﬁcnal actwn and m the daxly pursuxtq and occupatxons of the
utxzens of Guam. -

By the cess:on of the Iqle af Guam to the Umted States of Amenca, aII of thcf

authorlt) power and responmblht‘es of smereignty were transferred to th:s Government, -
dnd in transformmg and orgamzmg the new. polmcal power the sureat and speedxust,

; route to success, prObpenty and hap

lent asstmﬂatlon to the fundamental prmcxpleg that constntute the basns of Free Amerlcan
 Government. ’ k . k

Honest labor mth Just compensatmn. d:gmﬁed by falthful conslderatmn of

t..e mutual mtereqts and welfare of all persons Loncerned should msure pmsperxtv to

. this cnmmumtv, whereas, the exlstmg labor-degradmg system of human bondage and k

; unjuat‘ mdeﬁmte servitude or Peonage, permltted durmg the late Spamah control in this

; mland l\. n fagt a \utem of Sla»ery, and aw such, rs sub\ersne nf gond g()\unment is

_an obstacle to pmgressne cmllza 1 'menace to popular hbert§ and 4 nlat:on of thn'

xacred prmluges guaranteed bv thk Constltutmn of the Umted States

 Now therefore, by nrtne of the authcmty \ested in me by his Eneliemy .

_ the Presxdent of the Umted States ] RxchardfP Le,ry, Captam. [ ted State Navy,

Gmemor of the Icie of Guam, dcv ‘her nounce nd pubhdy prmlmm abwlute pro-

hibition and total abohtlon af Hum nSla ry or Peonage m the I:]e nf Guam on and' .

mcmkbp LEARY. u s N.,
Govxnnon

Naval Governor of the Isle of Guam, Abolishing Slavery and Peonage

Our policy has been to extend as rapidly as possible the privileges of free, democratic government to people
under our jurisdiction. Accordingly, the United States, when it acquired Guam after the Spanish-American
War, as a first step abolished slavery and peonage in the Isle. The official printed proclamation of February

22, 1900, of Richard P. Leary, the naval governor of the island, is displayed.

Lent to The Freedom Train by the National Archives

fm‘ the mhabltants of thm mland 1s by benevo- .




